
 

NOTICE OF THE DECISIONS AGREED AT THE GREATER MANCHESTER 

TRANSPORT COMMITTEE HELD ON FRIDAY 17 FEBRUARY 2023  

AT MANCHESTER TOWN HALL  

 

PRESENT: 

Wigan      Mark Aldred (Chair)  

GM Mayor      Andy Burnham 

Bolton      Stuart Haslam  

Bolton      Mohammed Ayub  

Bury       Eamonn O’Brien  

Bury       Kevin Peel 

Bury       Jo Lancaster  

Manchester      Tracey Rawlins  

Manchester      Tommy Judge  

Oldham      George Hulme 

Oldham      Howard Sykes   

Rochdale      Phil Burke  

Salford      Damien Bailey     

Stockport      Angie Clarke  

Stockport      David Meller  

Tameside     Doreen Dickinson 

Tameside      Warren Bray  

Trafford      Aidan Williams  

Trafford     Linda Blackburn 

Wigan      John Vickers 

 

OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE: 

 

GMCA     Gwynne Williams  

GMCA     Ninoshka Martins  

TfGM       Simon Warburton  

TfGM       Steven Rhodes  

TfGM       Alex Cropper     

TfGM      Anne Marie Purcell  

TfGM      James Baldwin   

TfGM      Simon Elliott 



TfGM      Steve Warrener   

 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: 

 

Avanti      Nick Smith  

Transpennine Express   Darren Higgins  

      Graham Meikle John 

 

1. APOLOGIES 

 

Apologies were received and noted from Councillors Dzidra Noor, Naeem Hassan, 

Roger Jones and Aasim Rashid.  

 

2.  CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND URGENT BUSINESS  

 

1. That the appointment of Councillor Eamonn O’Brien to the GM Transport 

Committee for the remainder of the 2022/2023 municipal year be noted. 

 

2. That the appointment of Councillor Eamonn O’Brien to the Active Travel Sub 

Committee be noted. 

 

3. That it be noted that an urgent item in relation to the stabilisation of the Bus 

Network would be considered as a separate item that has been included on the 

agenda as item 6 – Bus Network Stabilisation Update.  

 

 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 

There were no declarations of interest received.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



4. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 09 DECEMBER 2022 

 

That the minutes of the GM Transport Committee meeting held on 09 December 2022 

be approved as a correct record. 

 

 

5. MINUTES OF THE SUB COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

 

1. That the minutes of the Metrolink & Rail Sub Committee held on 13 January 2023 

be noted. 

2. That the minutes of the Bus Services Sub Committee held on 20 January 2023 be 

noted.  

3. That TfGM would provide details of the revisions to services 583 and 132 directly 

to Councillor Vickers. 

4. That TfGM would pick up the concerns of Cllr Blackburn in relation to service 755 

not including Altrincham Girls Grammar School outside of the meeting. 

5. That the minutes of the Active Travel Sub Committee held on 27 January 2023 be 

noted.  

 

 

6. BUS NETWORK STABILISATION UPDATE 

 

1. That the approach that TfGM has taken to stabilise the Greater Manchester bus 

network since October 2022 and in respect of commercial service registrations 

submitted by Diamond Bus and Vision Bus due to take effect 16th April 2023, as 

reported to the Bus Services Sub-Committee on 20th January 2023 be noted.  

 

2. That authority be delegated to the Chief Executive GMCA and TfGM, in 

consultation with the GMTC Chair, to agree replacement bus services to 

commence on 16th April 2023 be approved.  

 

 

 

 

 



7. RAIL NETWORK PERFORMANCE UPDATE 

 

1. That the updates from operators TransPennine Express and Avanti West Coast 

be noted.  

2. That the reassurance from TransPennine Express about their readiness to 

implement the Recovery Plan as had been submitted to Government be noted. 

3. That it be noted that TransPennine Express offered to brief members on the 

principal actions that the Recovery Plan would seek to deliver. 

4. That it be noted that TransPennine Express offered to attend the next meeting to 

update members against progress made on the delivery plan along with plans to 

increase patronage and build customer confidence in the service.  

 

8. BEE NETWORK DELIVERY UPDATE: BUS FRANCHISING AND CUSTOMER 

EXPERIENCE 

 

1. That the update on progress including the overview of the Bus Franchising 

Programme in terms of how the Bee Network would be shaped and informed by 

the experience of customers and the to date be noted. 

2. That a report outlining the details of the Greater Manchester Bus Plan would be 

brought to a future meeting of the Committee.  

3. That further details on an integrated ticketing model, which would also include 

concessionary pass, would be brought to a future meeting prior to the launch of 

Tranche 1 in September 2023.  

 

9. MAYORAL UPDATE 

 

1. That the update by the GM Mayor be noted. 

2. That it be noted that the move towards Bus Franchising would allow better control 

over Bus Services in GM.  

3. That it be noted that performance management, local accountability and 

improvements to passenger information and experience would be key to franchising, 

with the introduction of a customer charter and new Bee Network app.   

4. That it be noted that progress on the branding of buses would be included within 

future updates to the Committee.  

5. That it be noted that the Good Employment Charter was enshrined in the bus 

franchising process. 



6. That it be noted that tackling crime and Anti-social behaviour and increasing 

visibility across the public transport network was a priority to increase customer 

confidence. 

7. That it be noted that intensive trailblazer discussions were underway with 

Government to ensure adequate support is received in order to deliver and further 

develop the Bee Network. 

8. That it be noted that a joint statement was made at the convention of the North 

calling for the removal of the franchise from Transpennine Express due to 

continued poor service standards.  

9. That it be noted that ensuring standards around safety across all modes of 

transport including Taxi’s continues to remain a priority for the Mayor. 

10. That it be noted that the Deputy Mayor would be overlooking the level of service to 

ensure appropriate arrangements were in place to respond to antisocial behaviour 

on the network.  

11. That it be noted that under operation AVRO GMP have designated the Bee 

Network as the 11th district of Greater Manchester for policing purpose.  

12. That it be noted that recruitment of a new team dedicated to tackling fare evasion 

on Metrolink was underway.  

13. That it be noted that GM remains fully supportive of HS2 and was committed to 

securing the optimum scheme to transform connectivity and drive economic 

growth for the entire city region.  

 

 

10. TRANSPORT REVENUE BUDGET 

 

1. That the risks and issues affecting the 2023/24 transport budgets as detailed in 

the report be noted 

2. That the GMCA budget relating to transport functions funded through the Levy, as 

set out in this report for 2023/24 be noted.  

3. That it be noted that to increase patronage there was a need to tap into new 

markets, which would be captured within future Market Renewal updates.  

4. That regular progress updates on the discussions held with the Metrolink Operator 

concerning the maintenance of services amidst the current financial climate be 

shared with members.  

 



11. WORK PROGRAMME 

 

That the proposed Work Programme for the GM Transport Committee and its Sub 

Committees be noted. 

 

12.  DATE AND TIME OF FUTURE MEETINGS 

That the dates and times of the Full Committee and the Sub Committees for the 

forthcoming year be noted.  

 

Metrolink & Rail 03-Mar-23 

Bus Services 10-Mar-23 

Active Travel 10-Mar-23 

Full committee 17-Mar-23 

 

A link to the full agenda and papers can be found here: Transport Committee Agenda 

and Papers for 17 February 2023.  

 

This decision notice was issued Tuesday 21 February 2023 on behalf of Julie Connor, 

Secretary to the Greater Manchester Combined Authority, Churchgate House, 56 

Oxford Street, Manchester M1 6EU. The deadline for call in of the attached decisions 

is 4.00pm on 27 February 2023.  

 

Call-In Process 

 

In accordance with the scrutiny procedure rules, these decisions would come into 

effect five days after the publication of this notice unless before that time any three 

members of the relevant Overview and Scrutiny Committee decides to call-in a 

decision.  

 

Members must give notice in writing to the Chief Executive that they wish to call-in a 

decision, stating their reason(s) why the decision should be scrutinised. The period 

between the publication of this decision notice and the time a decision may be 

implemented is the ‘call-in’ period.  

 

https://democracy.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=193&MId=5000&Ver=4
https://democracy.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=193&MId=5000&Ver=4


Decisions which have already been considered by an Overview and Scrutiny 

Committee, and where the GMCA’s decision agrees with the views of the Overview 

and Scrutiny Committee may not be called in. 

 

 


